
 

Y 
ESTERDAY ( JUNE 21) ,         

I  CELEBRATED THE 

MEMORIAL MASS OF SAINT 

ALOYSIUS GONZAGA.             
I am sorry to write that most people in the United States 

are only familiar with the name because the Spokane 

university that bears it has a good basketball team. I had 

to admit to myself before Mass that neither was I very 

well acquainted with the saint. (The saints have so much 

to teach us; would that we knew them as best friends.). 

Indeed, having died in 1591 at the age of 23 after 

helping to care for the plague victims, and having taken 

on from his youth extreme penitence combined with an 

unworldly innocence, the young Jesuit has mostly been 

portrayed sentimentally on holy cards and the like as 

rather delicate and starry-eyed.   

     While it was true that even his Jesuit superiors found 

him to be too much and counseled him otherwise on the 

harshness of his life, there was good reason, his 

biographers in Butler’s Lives of the Saints tell us, for the 

drastic penances he took upon himself. Since the age of 

7, when he discerned that God was calling him to a 

calling of some sort, he was forced to battle against a life 

of privilege and comfort. As scion of an entitled and 

wealthy family, he was meant to be a prince of the 

several kingdoms in Italy ruled by his father and 

inherited by his mother. When just a child, he was 

prepared for a life of war among the principalities that 

were in constant strife and in courtly society that in the 

Renaissance he described himself as fraught with “fraud, 

the dagger, poison, and lust.” This reality led him to 

assume at nine years of age the personal mortifications 

that alarmed his family and his religious superiors.   

     Yet, having met, as his royal station demanded, two 

popes and several cardinals, and having been counseled 

in the spiritual life by (Saint) Robert Bellarmine, it 

seemed as if his vocation - to penance, and innocence - 

was genuine. Far from being delicate and quixotic, this 

devout and troubled young man saw from early on that 

“the society into which he had been born with a terrible 

clarity. With all the power at his command he fought the 

evils of his day. God in Christ was his only reality, heaven 

or hell his only choice.” (Butler’s Lives of the Saints, June, 

Liturgical Press: Collegeville, MN, p. 156). Like St. Rose 

of Lima or St. Rita of Cascia, he was raised up by the 

Lord to become a sign for his time of hope through 

penance, when life seemed otherwise hopeless for some 

and others were heading to their spiritual ruin. 

     Saint Aloysius is a sign for us too! When far too many 

fail to “realize nor have a lively practical faith in, the 

effects of Baptism and the possibilities of the Christian 

life…, [when] we do not realize that the Christian life is 

the life of Christ lived by Christ in us, not to merely our 

own paltry existence, dragged out in lonely 

weakness,” (Eugene Boylan, Difficulties in Mental Prayer, 

Scepter Publishers, Princeton, 1943, p. 158), then we 

underestimate our interior life with God and therefore the 

value of our lives themselves. The young saint saw clearly 

the danger of sin and took un-childlike steps to combat 

it. He was not unlike other children, as at Fatima and 

Lourdes, who were called by Our Lady to pray for, and 

do penance for the sinners of the world. 

     This most certainly is a vital role for all of us called to 

life in Christ as individuals and as members of a parish, 

and it may be the secret of reengaging our youth again. 

For everything we do, especially in the way of formation 

in the faith for children and parents, in young adults and 

the mature, is directed toward discovering the call God 

communicates to each of us. That call is to help one 

another discover Christ living in us, to defend one 

another from the catastrophe of Sin, and to prepare for 

the coming of Christ again in his glory.   

     [An aside: I hope this makes the point of why 

Confirmation must necessarily follow Baptism and 

precede Communion. The second sacrament of initiation 

engages us more deeply with the grace received in 

baptism and more fully toward the experience of that 

grace in the life of the Church; it then leads us to the full 

communion in Christ when he feeds us with his sacred 

Body and Blood.] 

 

SIN FIGHTER  

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 


